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CELEBRATE Good Character!

Trustworthiness Respect Responsibility
Fairness Caring Citizenship
Character Corner
The Character Counts trait of the month is Caring.
Be kind • Be compassionate and show you care • Express gratitude •
Forgive others • Help those in need
Character Counts Challenge:
Challenge your student(s) to choose 5 people they
can help in some way. For example, they may
choose to play with someone new, hold the door
open for someone, help a person who has fallen, say
thank-you to the lunchroom supervisor, etc. Or,
instead of doing something nice for 5 people, change it to doing 5
kind things a day. Don't be surprised when "Strive for Five"
becomes a desire to help in more than 5 different ways!

A Season of Giving at Creekside
For 15 years, Creekside Elementary has brought
holiday cheer to children in our community. So
once again, beginning November 27th through
December 21st, Creekside will be collecting unwrapped new gifts for carefully selected children
in need. Each classroom will be responsible for
a different child’s needs. Creekside teachers will
gather after the last day of
school before winter break,
to wrap these gifts and
deliver to their families, so
that they may have a cheerful
and abundant holiday.

Kindness Counts at Creekside: Grinch Week

Learning about kindness helps students learn compassion for others, encourages them to look beyond their own needs,
and helps them recognize how they can impact their world in a positive way! Students will have the opportunity to
GROW the Grinch’s heart by writing kind, positive statements or acts of kindness on paper hearts and adding them to
the whole school bulletin board. We hope showing kindness will help the Grinch’s heart GROW 3 sizes!

Our next Culver’s Night is scheduled for Wednesday, December 12
from 5-8 pm. You will be served
by the Kindergarten and 1st Grade
Teachers so come out and support
Creekside.
It’s always great to see
so many families come
out and have dinner
with Creekside’s
AWESOME staff!!

PTA Meeting
Join us on Wednesday, December 5 at 5:00 pm for our
next PTA meeting.

Snowman Village Holiday Store is
just around the corner!
All gifts are priced from 25 cents
to $10.00 with most between
$2.00 and $6.00. Students will be
shopping in the Snowman Village on
Friday, December 7th with their
classes. Information went home in
backpacks.

Yankee Candle
and Little
Caesar’s Fall
Fundraiser pickup date to be
announced soon.
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Calling All Superheros!!!
Don’t forget about the Yearbook Cover
Coloring Contest. Draw your own
Superhero/Comic Book Hero on 8.5x11
paper. Must include Creekside Elementary on the front with student name
and teacher on the back. All drawings
are due January 9, 2019.

Movie Night
PTA will be hosting Family Movie Night on
Friday, December 14th. Doors will open at
6:00 for concession sales, with the movie
starting at 6:30. Mark your calendars now so
you won't miss it.
Now

NOTES FROMTHE NURSE:

Let’s fight the flu together!

Influenza is a contagious disease of the
respiratory tract (nose, throat, and lungs)
that can lead to serious complications, including pneumonia and the worsening of
other chronic health conditions. Flu symptoms may include fever, headache, chills,
extreme tiredness, dry cough, sore throat,
runny or stuffy nose, and muscle
aches. The best way to protect your family
from new influenza strains is to get vaccinated each year.
The top five most virus-contaminated
areas in the home are:
1. Telephones
2. Appliances such as the refrigerator
and microwave
3. Faucets
4. Light switch and door handles
5. TV remotes
Follow good health guidelines: eat right,
exercise, and get plenty of rest to help
boost your immunity to fight the effects of
colds and flu. Wash hands frequently, do
the elbow cough, and disinfect hot spots at
school, work, and home. If your child does
develop a fever, they cannot return to
school until they are fever free for 24
hours.

Enjoy a healthy
holiday season!

All Aboard!!!
Students will board the Polar Express as
they enter Creekside on Thursday, December 20. Wear your pajamas to school
and enjoy some Polar Express activities
with your friends and teacher as we
steam ahead into winter break.

Holiday Parties
Thursday, December 20
All Kindergarten Parties
10:30—11:30 for AM Students
2:00-3:00 for PM and Full Day
Students
Friday, December 21
Parties for Grades 1—5
9:45—10:45

The Creekside Staff would like to wish everyone a safe and happy holiday
season. Be safe in your travels over Winter Break and enjoy time with
family and friends.
News from the Media Center:
Our Battle of the Books is underway! I have talked to every 4th and 5th grade classroom about Battle
of the Books and they have all received permission slips to participate. I also handed out order forms
for our t-shirts. They are $10 if you’d like to order one. All slips are due back by December
18th. The books that we will be using this year are:
Wish by: Barbara O’Connor
A Handful of Stars by: Cynthia Lord
Honus & Me by: Dan Gutman
Gregor the Overlander by: Suzanne Collins
City of Ember by: Jeanne DuPrau
Please let me know if you have any questions.
Ms. Pangrazio
Library Media Specialist
epangraz@psd202.org
815-577-4701 x3509

PE Posts ...

Bengal Bookworm Assembly

The PE department has a Grinch activity to play that coordinates
with the
Grinch week. We are also looking at assessing some of the skills
we have
taught this semester through different fun activities. For K-2 we will be looking at different
locomotor and manipulative skills. For grade levels 3-5 we will be looking at cooperation,
strategizing, sequencing, and Moderate to Vigorous Physical Activity (MVPA).
As a reminder, we know that with the weather change that boots become regular footwear. For the safety of your student and others we ask that you have your child bring their
gym shoes in the backpacks or leave a pair in their cubby here at school to change into. Thank
you!
Upcoming information –
January, PE performs Fitnessgram testing for
3-5 graders. They will be physically tested on their
cardiovascular endurance, muscular endurance, flexibility, and muscular strength (PACER test, Sit-up Test, Sit and Reach, and Push-up Test). The first week we
return we will prep them for the following weeks. We encourage our students to always push
themselves to do better than the previous year, however, they know their body. If they have
feeling off or can’t go on, it is their responsibility to stop themselves as we cannot feel what
they are feeling. Students will be allowed water bottles, and are encouraged to wear comfortable clothes to move in for these tests. Fitnessgram is a state mandated performance ability
test. We do have to report our results to the state.
February, PE will be involved in the Cultural Diversity Night organizing games or dances from other cultures within our Creekside Community. If you have a game or dance that your family does that highlights
your culture and you are interested in sharing it with the community,
please contact any of the PE teachers so that we can start organizing our
community’s traditions. For example if you do salsa dancing and
would like to come in and teach it with our help, we would love it. Or
if you know a polka dance and would like to teach that, by all means
we want you in here and we will help you share your culture.

Thank you,
Creekside PE Team
Mrs. Gerleve-Nelson
Miss Germann
Mr. Yakes

Boomer and some Plainfield East High
School students will be coming to
Creekside on Tuesday, December 11 to
talk about Bengal Bookworms. They
hope to encourage them to read a certain
amount over winter break. The students
who participate in the Bookworm Program will get t-shirts and the kids will
get free entrance to a boys’ or girls’ basketball game in January.

5Essentials Survey for Parents
Thank you so much for taking the time to
complete the 5Essentials Survey. Your
feedback is very important to us. To complete the parent survey, please follow the
steps outlined below. If you have any questions, please feel free to ask any member of
the Creekside staff. Have a good day!
To complete the parent survey:
Visit https://survey.5-essentials.org/illinois
and select Parent Survey.
• Select the necessary language to complete the survey. (English or Spanish).
• Enter requested demographic information.
• Advance to survey questions.
• Answer all applicable questions.
• Click Submit Survey.

